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BU: Parlismets Wants To improve Devaluation Procedures [AFP / 
EU Agrees to Talks With South Africa on Pree Trade /AFP/ 
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Rifkiad Delivers Speech to Parliament on EU / FCO On-Line WWW 2/] Mar/ 
McLaughlia Opens Sina Fein Annual Conference /Sina Fein WWW 23 Mar/ 











Annual Confereace [Sina Fein WWW 23-24 Mar/ 
on Sinn Fein Conference Speech /Dublin Radio | on 
President Addresses Annual Conference /Sina Fein WWW 23 Mar] .................. 
Annual Conference / Sinn Fein WWW 24 Mar! 
Aasual Conference / Sinn Fein WWW 24 Mar/ 
Conference /Sina Fein WWW 23 Mar! 
President Closes Annual Conference /Sina Fein WWW 24 Mar} ocr 
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Secretary on Airline Dispute With US. /Paris TV/ - 
NATO Europe ‘Pillar’ Viewed (LE MONDE 22 Mar/ 


Libya, Yemen-Erivea Dispute (/Mininry of Foreign Affairs WWW 22 
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EU: Article Discusses leswes, Views on IGC 


BR2503104996 Brussels EUROPEAN VOICE 
in English 21-27 Mar 96 pp 16-17 


[Article by Rocy Watson: “Stage is Set for the Birth of 
a Challenging New Era”) 

(FBIS Transcribed Text) tt has been a classic pregnancy. 
Nine months after the hot Meditcrrancan sun bathed 


observer has no firm idea which of the many c unflicting 
words of wisdom will be heeded. nor how ambitious the 
new arrival wil! be. 


ht likens the task of reshaping the Maastricht Treaty to 
the minor running-in service and readjusiments thal a 
Car requires after compicting its first $000 kilomewes. 
That minimalist view, dictated largely but not enurcly 
by the British Conservative Party's divisions over 
Europe, is definitely held by a minority. although 1 wins 
sporadic support on specific issucs. 
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coatrovermal for that. than the one now emerging 


The Maastriclt Treaty commits member states to c1- 
amine sx areas the three-pullar structere on whech the 
Union sow rests, a common defence policy, the oper- 
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ation of the common foreign and security policy, the 
scope of co-decision, the poswhility of new treaty pol- 
icy Chapters on energy, civil << scion and tourism, and 
the possible reclassification of EU legislation in a hier- 
atchy of Community acts 


Since that «genda was esta‘lished in 1991, EU govern- 
ments have formally added to it the need to reconsider 
the Union's budgetary policy, the number of European 
Commissioners and the operation of the qualified ma- 
jority voling system. 
The list continues to grow: a more flexible Union, 
Citizens’ mghts, internal security among 
the 15 member s:ates, more democratic and transparent 
procedures, and the role of national parliaments are all 
subjects which have forced themselves on to the agenda. 


The Italian EU presidency has identified 35 individual 
issues it beheves should be tackied and answered by the 
IGC. But in essence, the questions can be boiled down 
to three key themes: creating effective institutions for a 
wider Union, ensuring the Union has a clearer identity 
on the world stage and bringing the Union closer to its 
cruzens. 


it is a daunting agenda, particularly if something more 
than diplomatically-<constructed hollow phrases are to 
emerge. The task is made all the more difficult by the 
need for unanimity on every issue - a requirement which 
virtually guarantees the IGC will not be concluded this 
side of a Britush general clection 


That election must be held by May 1997 at the latest a 
timetable which will ensure that the Italian presidency 
will kick off the negotiations and tts InsL successor will 
try to broker agreements cn most issucs, leaving Uc 
Dutch, who take over the EU presidency on | January 
went year, the most likely member state to organise the 
final seal of approval 


Such a scenario would provide a somewhat ironic re- 
run of the Maastricht negotiations almost six years 
carlicr, Bul most participants hope the paralicils will 
stop there and thal the final outcome will receive 
a more sympathetic reception from the pulix and 
national parliaments than that accorded to the Treaty 
on European Union 


To counter a prevailing spirit of suspicion and hostility, 
governments and EU institutions ae commutiod to a 
more public debate The emphasis thes time round ts on 
communicating and caplaning policy oMectives, rather 
than presenting them as fads accomplis 


That concern has lod to a SO millon-ccu information 
campaign and a raft of polcy papers from governments. 
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them on to yet another IOC, then those wider goals and 


is Closer involvement in the EU's decision-making 


If the Union cannot agree on the remedies or tres to pass 
The Main lasves on the Agenda 








EY institutions, think- tanks, non-governmental organi- European electorates and its ability to handle internal 
compared to the revolutionary impact of the information Of greater interest (0 non-governmental organizations 
he 


sations aod eves individuals. Those involved are almost = and external challenges. 
owning in a sea of paper as they ‘ce demands rang- 


ing from an overhaul of EU decision-making to giving 
enimals treaty status as “sentient beings”. 


However, the argument over the European Parliament's 
involvement in the IOC has demonstrated thal promising 
and practising more openness in the year-long negou- 
ations are two very different things. The Commi “ion, 
with its technical expertise, is assured a place at the ta- 
tt conga noe hatred 
Another points to the need (0 keep the wider challenges 
in focus. “Prankly, the debate on knocking out the third 
stage of the co- decision procedure is pretty wivid 
~~ a the rise of islamic fundamentaliom, 
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Comamon Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) 
By common agreement, this is one of the major dis- 
appointments of the Maastricht Treaty. But recipes for 


analysis unit to prepare CPSP strategy. However, there 
is m0 Consensus on whether a Mr or Mrs CPSP should be 
appotnted to give the policy an international personality. 
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the Parliament. Both ideas have widespread support, but 
are firmly opposed by the UK. 


Supporters of change believe maintarning the unanimity 
requiremert could paralyse a larger Union and prevent 
future weaty reform. 


They also suggest more majority volung would not pre- 
vent a country from using the Luxembourg Compromise 
to veto a proposal if a vital national interest really was 
a stake. 


Within the Council, attempts will be made to re-weaghi 
voting rights to reflect the size and populations of larger 


EU countries more accurately. 

In exchange, there may be moves to strengthen the 
role of the Commission and the Parliament to reassure 
smaller member states. 

Employment 

Fighting unemployment is near the top of the Union 


The initiative to inject a specific employment 
in the treaty was launched by Sweden, bul now has 


majority backing in the Union. 
Swedes believe its presence wouid give the policy more 


Cynics suggest mechanisms for getting more of the 
EU's 18 million unemployed back to work already exist 


in Ge White Paper on Growth, Competitiveness and 
Employment. 

But political reality dictates that EU governments cannot 
consider the future without discussing an issue of the 
greatest importance to their electorates. 


Justice and Home Affairs 


Progress in this area has been minimal, yet some of 
the issues involved - organised crime, terrorism, illegal 
immigration and drug trafficking - have 8 direct impact 
on the quality of the daily lives of EU citizens. 


Like the CPSP, progress on improving the overall 


Climate of security in the face of pan-Buropean threats 
has been ths arted by the need for unanimity 


Widespread agreement exists on the seed for clew 


object ves, specific imetables and less Complex working 
methods 


Support is growing for all the cements involved is 
crossing external fromuers - arrangements for aliens. 
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BR2203144096 Paris AFP in French 
1135 GMT 22 Mar 96 


(PBIS Translated Text) Paris, 22 Mar (APP) - The chair- 
man of the European Parliament's Economic Affairs 
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25 March 1996 


until the last minute’ before devaluation, “leaving to 
speculation which is detrimental” to the EU as a whole. 


Mr. von Wogau was in Paris for mectings to prepare a 
report oa relavons between countnes which could adopt 
the Euro on the scheduled date, | Janu.ry 1999, and 
the others. This report is scheduled to be cxamuined at a 


plenary session in Swrasbourg in June. 


EU Agrees to Talks With South Africa on Free 
Trade 


AU2203143096 Paris AFP in English 
1401 GMT 22 Mar % 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Brussels, March 7 (AFP) — 
European Union countries have finally agreed to give a 
green light to negotiations with South Africa on a free 
agreement, diplomats said Prday 


3 


“lt has been a difficult birth bul it scems we are finally 
there,” a senior EU diplomat said 


The commussion's negotiating mandate wil! be approved 
without debate at a mecting of EU foreign ministers on 
Monday. 
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eek. Bul Gere is scope to do 8=—. semsite policy proposals, and the mackiezy to impie- 
meni our iécas quickly and weil. 
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10 UNITED KINGDOM 25 March 1996 
response of the Taoiseach ‘o the widely predicted col- § approach, one with a hidden agenda which is based on 
lapse of the Peace Process and his lack of comprehen- _the crude application of majoritarianism” 


Joha Bruton’s body language betrays a lack of convic- 
the Peace Process. His confused and confus- 
al 


tional responsibility, as leader of the Irish Government, 
to act on behalf of ali the people of Ireland in his deal- 
ings with the British Government. 


Nationalists in the North of Ireland are appalled by his 
blatantly “Partitionist’ analysis and wonder if John Bru- 
ton has the necessary vision required to successfully 
confront the twin challenges >f convincing the British 
Government to join the ranks of the persuaders for polit- 
ical agreement in Ir jand and secondly to reconstruct the 


the arguments presented 
to the IRA by Guzry Adams, John Hume and Albert 
Reynokds, that a practical alternative to Armed Struggle 


reinforced the view that consti’:tional 


exclusively peaceful methods to resolve the divisions 
amongst the people of Ireland. We also reaffirm our de- 
termination to contribute in full measure to the task of 
taking the gun permanently out of Irish politics. Bul we 
have never claimed nor do we possess the power to do 
$0 ON Our Own. 


Dick Spring was correct when he said in the past year, 
“wo Offer only a political vacuum to those who were 


previously involved in armed struggic, is a recipe for 
disaster”. 


Those who refuse to accept Sinn Fein's democratic man- 
date or to validate the crucial role that only Sinn Fein 
can play, in bringing the entire republican community 
to a viable and inclusive Peace Process and into a ne- 
gotiated settlement, musi answer some legitimate and 
sincere questions from cans. 


the recent experience at 


Has such a crucial straiegic blunder inadvertently en- 
couraged the British government and the Unionists” 
Will the search for consensus always be hostage to the 
posturing and self-interest of politicians and political 
parties? 


What must republicans make of the procrasunation and 
machinations of the British Government? Can John 
Major bring his recalcitrant Cabinet colleagues and his 
fractious back-benchers into line, can he even al this 
late hour, recognise the selfish and dangerous route that 
he is taking us all down? Does the British Labour Party 
perceive a role ‘or itself, cither as a party in Opposition 
or as a Government in waiting? Just as Sinn Fein is 
totally prepared to make our individual and unique 
influence availabic to a renewed Irish Peace Process, can 
we assume thai from now on, the British Government 
and the Opposition parties at Westminsier will use ther 
undoubted influence with the Unionist parties. To bring 
forward immediate All Party negotiations without pre- 
conditions? 

Republicans have been seriously challenged by the re- 
fusal of the political leadership of Unionism to either 
accept the validity of the IRA cessation or the opportu- 
nity which was presented, over an 18 month period, to 
develop through discourse, the political climate which 
would have ensured a permanent end to injustice, di- 
vision and conflict. What republicans have long recog- 
nised, is that if we are ever to resolve the present con- 
fiict, if we are ever to have a real and lasting peace in 
Ireland, then there will have to be a rapprochement with 
the pro-unionist community. 


There is no alternative, and if | may quote from an ar- 
ticle that I wrote some years ago, “even aficr a British 
withdrawal, part of this island will be inhabited by more 
than 900,000 people whose whole history, aspirations. 
culture and sense of stability, have been formed, nur- 
tured and reinforced within a British political, inteliec - 
tual and emotional environment’. | would probably use 
different word formulations if | were writing that arucie 
today. but thal truism would be even more trenchantly 
reflected. The challenge remains, and Irish republican- 
ism must successfully overcome it, if we are to be truc 


to our analysis and principles. 


What conclusions should republicans come to, about re- 
building the Peace Process? What assurances are goung 
to made available to republicans so as to dispel these 
deeply held suspicions. Did the farce of the so-~<alled 
consultative process or last Thursday's announcement 
provide any light. | dort think so. 
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mandate is hypocritical, in the context of the democratic 
that both Governments would proclaim to 
advocate. 

& tactic, Decause thal is whal it is, 
of the necessary pragniatism that will 
all sides to achieve a lasting peace in 
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be £0 Peace Process that is not inclusive of all 
forces in Ireland. Are republicans to be offered 
a diet of exclusion and counter-insurgency 
” Pacification disguised as a peace process? 
up, John Major and John Bruton, none of that 
in the past, it is not going to work in 
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Chairde agus Mo Chomradaithe, we will 
the Conference our approach to the Elections 
Bye-Elections that must be contested in the near 
We will also discuss our review of organisation 
plans for party building in the weeks and ycars 
There is a huge work-load, but we are able for 
have a good Ard Pheis and let us prepare for the 


challenges that lie ahead. 
Bawmagi sult as’ 
UK: Sima Fein President Addresses Annual 
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LD2 303193696 (internet) Sinn Fein WWW in English 
23-24 March % 


(PBIS Transcribed Excerpt) (Passage omitted) As we 
awe al) aware the City of Dublin is steeped in history. 
The chy center in particular and this general arca was 
the scene of many historic events. So too is the venue of 
our Ard Pheis this year. The Rotunda Rink has played 


the Irish Volunteers were formally inaugurated in 1913. 

word indistinct} Dia sada and 

Clarke spent their first night in captivity in the 
grounds of the Rotunda Hospital 
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Eleven years later when Countess Marioevicz, a chem- 
pion of the poor, a socialist, a feminist, a navonalist, and 
a tepublican died, permission for her lying in state in 
the City Hall! or the Mansion House was refused by the 
staic. Her remains were brought here to the Rotunda 
where over 100,000 people filed by her coffin to pay 
their last respects. 

This Easter also marks the 80th anniversary of the 1916 
Rising. There are pians for a national commemoration 
here in Dublin on 27 April. We all need to ensure that 
this is a fitting Commemoration to the sacrifices of the 
men and women of thal ume. 


On other occasions we have analyzed the developments 
in Ireland and between Ireland and Britain in the period 
since then. It is oct my intention to do thal in any 
detail today though it is worth noung that the potential 
and the intent of the 1916 Proclamation has yet to be 
fulfilled and that Irish society today sadiy lacks the 
social, economic, cultural, or political freedom which 
underpinned the Proclamation of an Irish Republic, 
which was declared only yards from where we meci. 


Taking Risks 


I do intend however to atlempt a more modest review 
of more recent developments. On writing this speech |! 
discovered to my surprise that it is 13 years since I was 
elected president of Sinn Fein. 


At that time I tried to set out the course which | felt our 
party should take. In so doing | examined the course 
we had taken in the years before thal, particularly since 
the mid and late 1970s. That was the period when, for 
many reasons, anti-impenalist politics and the struggle 
for Irish independence had become, to a large extent, 
isolated and restricted to its active base. Al thal time 
I noted that there was an unconscious slipping into 
‘spectator politics’. 


1 also referred to the isolation, at times the self- 
isolation of Sinn Fein, reinforced in the 26 Counties 
by censorship. | argued that we needed to end our 
isolation in a determined and planned fashion and for the 
need, indeed the duty on those of us who are striving 
to build radical and revolutionary alternatives, to put 
our policies before the people in the clearest and most 
under«'andabie terms. 


Just over a week from now our Vice President Pat 
Doherty and John McCann wil: be representing Sinn 
Fein in by-elections in Donegal Northeast and in Dublin 
West. We wish them well. We know that these are 
difficult contests, but 13 years ago | said; “If Sinn Fein 
stands on the side lines, separate from and isolated from 
the people we can’.4 hope to attract support for what 
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Yet we should not exaggerate our successes. 
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individual as well as a collective responsibility for us all. 
ht is important also to know what we are up against and 
to be able tc differentiate between those who oppose us 
ideologically and those who may for other reasons sot 
agree with us or even not agree fully with us. We need 
to learn how to make alliances. We need at all times to 
rise above sectional, local or narrow concerns. We nesd 
to develop an overview. We need to think stratcgically 
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is io this that we set the strategic 
objectives which have guided us for some time now. 
ia the course of this we learned thal negotiations are 
= wea in sruggic which we use to further our overall 
Oty uve 
Ne Bettem | ime 
Gur apponests also have their sirategics and their 
objectives. We should not be confused about this. The 
BySish government remains the continuing source of 
the major political difficulty people 
of ts island. That goverament is involved in a real 
negouation but its objective is not a democratic peace 
settlement. hts negotiation is with Dublin, the SDLP 
{Social Democratic and Labour Party] and the US 
Administration in an effort to outflank us. That is with 
bigger players who it hopes will accept less. London's 
overall aim is to pacify ireland and to concede the 
minimum possible. The maximum which London wi!! 
concede is directly related to the amount of political 
influence which can be created. In this spectrum of 
possibilives the British government has no botiom line 
Nevertheless. its objective is a lasting political settle- 
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the British will aim to scl! it as a lasting sctiement. 
For example, the parton of Ireland by Brush govern- 
ment standards represented a lasting polivcal setilement. 
a flawed one. bul one which suited London. 


A Defining aed Dangeroes Point 


So we we at « very defining and dangerous point in 
our struggle and the stakes are very high. In essence 
our immediate tasks are democratic ones. The Six- 


primary importance. 
variety or form of society which formally recognises and 
guarantees the equality of al! its citizens and the equal 
rights of those citizens to determine the structure and 
administration of the state. Our urgent priority therefore 
equal rights for all citizens. In the debate 
and argument with all of the protagonists to this conflict 
and in a proper all-party format we, along with others, 
can win the argument for democracy. lt is however 
imperative that there musi be no preconditions (o that 


become extremely sceptical 

concept of all-party talks especially if these are limited 
tO a partitionist framework. Republicans also know that 
a lak of focus and attention by Dublin, or a refusal 
to pro- actively seck the shared objective of an Irish 
national democracy or a failure to marshall al! available 
resources will mean that the result of negciations will 
fail to produce the change necessary to provide stability 
and a permanent peace. 


However, the democratic instincts and aspirations of 
popular opinion throughout the island of Ireland, if 
mo>ilised, can provide an effective counter to all that. 
But only if mobilised, only if people power beco:nes 
an active ingredient in the negotiations; only if the 
people own the process. For all these reasons, even in ai 
optimum situation, international assistance is required to 
tit the balance of possibilities towards the democraiic 
conclusion. Ia particular this means Irish-America and 


Equally important is political and popular opinion in 
Britain itself and this is one area about which our party 


needs to develop thoughtful strategies similar to ow US 
initiatives. 
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will only be achieved if all involved reach an agreement. 
There are three main areas which have to be dealt with. 
These are: 
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process of inclusive segotiabons withoul precoadivons 
and withoul any predetermined outcome. 
Demilrtartss Gon 


The British have successfully militarised an esscatially 
political problem. There needs to be an end to all forms 
of repressive legislation; an end to house raids; arrests 
and harassment. There needs to be a decommissioning 
of all the British crown forces, including the disband- 
ment of the RUC [Royal Ulster Constabulary]. British 
Spy posts, whether in housing estates, sports fields, farm- 
ing land, on hill sides - wherever they are they should 
be dismanticd. If we are to agree a lasting peace then 
there needs to be the permancai removal of all of the 
guns — British, loyalist, unionist, as well as republi- 
Cans. 

There needs to be a speedy release of al! political 
prisoners whether in Ireland, Britain, Europe or the 
USA. However, instead of taking a progressive attitude 
to the prisoners issue and building confidence the Briush 
government's altitude is punitive ani negative. This 
is most graphically and tragically ilastrated by the 
treatment of Paddy Kelly who is now terminally ill with 
cancer. That he was denied proper medical treatment 
at any time is reprehensible. That thi: occurred in the 
course of an IRA cessation is barbwic. Joha Major 
should immediately authorise Paddy Keily's reicase. 


Alt a wider level, the British attitude to the political 
prisoners, and in particular their blocking of transfers 
of POWs in England, underlined their failure to move 
away from the old agenda. What prospect was their of 














If anyone doubts this the .«st 18 months provides am- 





moment of pause into a permanent scttiement, a lasung 
peace. We sct ourselves the task of building with others 
a new beginning for all of the Irish peopic. 


But a cessation is not peace. The mere absence of war 
is not peace. So, sadly, that sew chapter has for the 
by 
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ity and injustice im the north and the total demuilitarisa- 
tion of the situation including the removal of the appa- 
ratus of war and the release of prisoners. 


ht was the argument that a determined approach on these 
matters by the breadth of Irish natio ral political opinion 


has been delaying, sdstruction, convolution, contortion, 
dilution and dishowesty. Ai times, if this were not so 
serious, the respor ses of the British have bordered on 
farce - proximity talks 400 miles apart ard only this 
week a proposal for a “broadly acceptable” elective 
process which is ;cceptabie to no- one and confusing to 
everyone. 


The breaking of ¢ Commitment to negotiations by the 
British undermuied one of these two key elements of 
the peace proces. The second element, the commitment 
on the Irish sid: to a Consensus approach (o addressing 
the causes of conflict was significantly weakened by the 
collapse of the Reynolds led government and election 
of a new Taotveach [prime minister), John Bruton. 


Once the basis of the cessation had been removed 
through the re-neging on the negotiavions by the British 
and the brealing of the nationalist consensus by the 
current irish government, the collapse of the peace 
process became inevitable. 


In his recent speech to the Fine Gael Ard Pheis Mr 
Bruton addressed the collapse of the peace process. 
There is no doutt a temptation for political leaders 
or their advisers to sock to absolve themscives from 
responsibility from the present difficult situation While 
this may be satisfying in party political or propaganda 
terms much more is required from all of us if we are to 
face up to the challenge of restoring the peace process. 


For that reason | have studied everything John Bruton 
has said and | have tied to be very measured in my 
responses to his comuneats. | know that successful 


peace-making requires that cach of us must try to ser the 
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We want to make peace with you, we want to cad the 
centuries-old conflict, we want to be reconciled with 
you, this is your country every bit as much as it is ours 
Se ee ee ee 
oe 
the 
your 
to ask 
for te 
1 don't 
you 
Pot 
of 
We need to open up our minds unconditionally to one 
another. In thas way we can learn more shout cach other, 
in this way we will find common ground and s shared 


are distrustful of the Briush government We know 
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that the IRA is going to resume in 





be some commentators who will read ths 
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The lesson for all of us is clear. If we are to get an end 


to apmed actons we musi build an allernave 





the ANC delegate and to al! the other fraternal dcicgaics 
and visitors present af tus Ard Phe 


are Gusappointed that we have sever succumbed to the 
pressure. 


Our task ts to wuculate the core democrat republican 
demands in a way which is reasonabic and attractive to 
the broad mass of the irish peapic. In so doing - and 
we have had some measure of success in thal regard - 





my view it will provide the foundauce upoe which we —'#land Many of those who are our potenual allies have 
can build a new Ireland, an agreed Irciand for all the «= Ye": 0 -De persuaded shou! how British disengagement 
peaple of tus island can be brought about. it is up to us to outline our strategy 


As well a engaging in Gialogue wih unionists we 839 of poopie. 
Lave also developed ow contact with governments and 


gratified by the concern of irish America for freadom = and the reality that it is not only the governance of the 
and peace and justice in Ircland. These sentiments we §8=— Sia. Counties which has been the profiem - 4 is Oe 
et comfiaed to ow old friends in Noraid or Clann = existence of the statelct itself 

na 


have also visited other part of the work’ from Australia stone of 
to Realy. ” 


Por me « visit to South Affica last summer remains the §=— because ft emabics them to be ‘top of the heap” 
highlight of Ghat year. Rita O'Hare, Richard and Christe §=—s Sin. Counties. A level playing pitch will make ths 
McAuley and | wavelied as guests of the ANC [Affican —_ poustible for them in practice and much of unioniem will 
Nabona: . We met President Nelson Mandela = be lef without any rational basis. Apart from this, all 
and the leaderthap, as well os the other parties. citizens heave the right w equality of Weatment. We do 
tnctuding he Nationa! Party. to lears shout then process act 
of segotiation. h was like going home. | am hercfore 8 8=— Gon 

very pleased to extend « cond mile faile to len Pulls, = ty 
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cach other in a similar way to the manncr in which 
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I think in all of this we have to look a 
the balance. What we need to do is to get a negotiated 
settiement. we need a permanent setlement 


ee one & 
part’ talks beginning on 10 











[Cioughie} But you have a fixed date from the two gov- 
q@raments for 10 June. And every time either govers- 
mea or both gives you s commutment you move the 
and you say i's not sufficient, and you make 


i 


+ 


of the situavon .s that S:an Fem is 
all-party talks. Purthermore, Sina 
from wwe consultation process to 
the procedures in which those talks would be 
Now yeu can't have all-party talks we were 
if one party is absent. 


r 


] Let's talk about why you are excluded and 
ae only excluded at this stage from ministerial 
contact. You can be as central a party to those talks as 
any other party can be, provided there is a resumpuon of 
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[Adams, imerrupting) Think about it 


[Adamms} Again you keep interrupung me Think about 11 
in terms of those who vote for our party. Think about 


im terms of those who have sacrificed over many, many 
years, struggling and fighung for some sor of equitable 
system in the north Think about those members of our 
party who were actually killed, tying to uphold ow 
electoral mandate Ari then (mak about the context that 
is pust dismussed by the Briush Government. supponed 
by the Irish Government, because of the actions of the 
IRA. Now, 80 one who votes for our party was voting 
for the TRA ead the IRA docsa | seek votes a clecbons 
What makes peace processes work is that there be an 
tmchusive agenda and there be an inclusive involvement 
of all of the parties. And | would make the same point 
if the Untomists of anyone cise was being excluded So 





[epetaes weeps emg nen | 














and 
ment hes put Use 
There may be criticisms of the type of elections that 
we proposed by the Briush Government bul the dca 
iS principle 1s acceptable to all democratic parues And 
whai is wrong with Sina Few renewing it: mandate and 


possibly even increasing 1s maadate in such an clecvon 


{Adams} Well, firm of ali Sinn Fein icn’t afraid of 
elecuons and | have already made thal point and some of 
cw peaple hive died defending our electors) mundaic 
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\Adams} Well, var position on the forum is quiz 
semghtforward Our position on the elections is slighty 
more problem atc because we have (o wail and see what 
emerges and we have to discuss this and ow Ard Phew 


} 
f 
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(Cloughic, imerrupting) But &5 percest of the dcic- 
pues... 


[Adams imterrupts) Sorry, ict me 


(Cloughue, imerrupung) But £$ per cent of the delegates 
you Ard Phe yesterday said they exported te 
breaking of the cease- fire 


{Adams} Let's mot muss the pow | was wrong to make 
[Bot talk a the same ume} 


(Cloughie} Well, | (word indisunct) consider making 
that particular pow eith you. 


[Adamns) Well we ere discussing this hex ause the Brotush 
have bees successful in reducing the hope and the 
expectations which, which came as this peace process 
started to move three years ago Av! remember what 1 
was like in 1992 and 93 22d 94. , od for 25 years before 
that, of the marginalization, of the depression, of the 
almost fatahsuc stitude of both politx sans and people 
oe this island And then the huge expec tavon And the 
Briush have been successful in reducing al! of that bone 
and expectavon down to a discussion about elections in 
the si2 counves when we should be discussing issues of 


[Adams interrupting) Enormous steps 
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organisabon. our atulity lo get our message 


Va dpyde tet tothe 
out and at how to present our policies: 


relevant to people We must build the party. 


—s oO. iook a ou 


the reality. 
stalled. 
de te fu epvonnes we always Med to 


This will be a very Gifferest Ard Pheis from last yew 
Thea, we met in an atmosphere of great hope <hat there 
would be swifl progress to inclusive al) party talks 
leadiag (0 a negouated setliement 


| 


HAA 


and to subvert this opportunity for peace. 


(Croughie} Sine Peis Pressdem Gerry Adams 
UK. Stan Peta Vice President A ddremes Annual 
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They exposed the fact thai Britain was prepared to risk a 
retura to war rather thar accord nationalists democratic 


rights. And we have been able to bring our message of 
peace and justice through negotiations to the world. 


We also learned a lot too. We learned thal we can win 
allies, that we can hold our own in the toughest debate. 
But we also learned thai we have to be skilled in ou: 
arguments and in our tactics. 


I will not pre-cmpt discussion now. All of this will be 
the subject of debate imrough motions put to the Ard 
Pheis. | ask you our delegates to contribute fully to the 
discussion. We come here united in our commitment 
to our goal of Irish unity, united in our commitment to 


democracy and united in our work for peace and justice. 


Have a good Ard Pheis. We have a very tough year 
ahead of us. kt will require all or intelligence and all 
our commitment. We are armed with the mosi powerful 
weapon of all, the courage of our commitments and the 
truth of our beliefs. | am confident that truth and justice 
will prevail. 


UK: McGuinness Address to Sinn Fein Annual 
Conference 


MS2503105996 (Internet) Sinn Fein WWW in English 
24 Mar 96 


[Address by Martin McGuinness on Ulster election 
proposals; given to Sinn Fein annual conference 24 Mar) 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] There is obviously consider- 
able interest in the attitude of the political represen- 
tatives of the nationalist people to the unionist inspired 
election proposals put forward by the British Prime Min- 
ister last Thursday. 

From Sinn Fein's point of view we see these propos- 


Because of the obvious implications of the British 
proposals for the entire nationalist community, | believe 


FBIS-WEL-96-658 
25 March 1996 


as part of the ongoing dialogue between ourselves and 
the SDLP [Social Democratic Labor Party]. 


Sinn Fein’s attitude to John Major's proposals was spelt 
out last evening by our President Gerry Adams. Our 
preference is for non- participation in both the elecuons 
and the clected body. We need to pul this to the SDLP 
in an effort to seek their support for such an approe. 
We can do this in the context of ensuring that our 
electorate is not isolated. Whatever the result of our 
engagement with the SDLP | would like to see this Ard 
Pheis mandate our new Ard Chombairle to decide our 
approach to this issuc. 

Whatever the result of all this Sinn Fein members 
should be assured of our implacable opposition to the 
re-establishment of a unionist dominated Assembly ai 
Stormont. 

Sinn Fein will resist any attempt to re-visit our people 
with the historically proven failure of an internal settle- 
meat. 


UK: Sinn Fein Secretary's Report to Annual 
Conference 

MS2503110896 (internet) Sinn Fein WWW in English 
24 Mar 96 


[General Secretary's report to Sinn Fein Annual Con- 
ference, given by Sinn Fein General Secretary Lucilita 
Breathnach, 24 Mar} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) [passage omitted) Much debate 
remains to take place this afiernoon on very important 
issues as we approach the last day of discussion on the 
Clar. 


Sian Fein, as a serious and progressive political party 
will continue to work for peace and justice for the 
people of Ireland, for our constituency during the next 
few months and year as we have done over the past year 
since the last Ard Pheis. 


During the past year the Sinn Fein organisation re- 
sponded to additional demands and pressures of work 
which were at an unprecedented level o.Jonally and in- 
ternationally. 

We met those demands ai every level. | would like to 
take this opportunity to commend al! those members and 


supporters who actively pursued Sinn Fein's objectives 
and who engage, in various areas of work. 


They were for example the representatives from the six 
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situation developed. all of us were trying to keep abreast 





is the peace process. We continuad to try and build the 
momentum, sometimes on our Own, sometimes with our 
allies im the Irish nationalist consensus. 


A political overview was always required to assess how 
Sian Fein, representing our republican constituency, 
could and should respond. That overview was made 
available to our members. 


ee ee ee ome pen el 
that. 


Is dimes of rapid and cc npiex developments, commu- 
nication was difficult ano not as effective, as one would 
hope. kt needs to be improved by everyone concerned. 
We all have a responsibility to communicate with each 
other and within our arcas. 


The crucial communications and consultations process 
with our organisation, our activists, is a major and 














and villages, placing the key issues into Irish political 
life. 


This was a ycar to build the party. We certainly were 
successful in putting the Sinn Fein analysis forward. We 
had some success in placing Irish National Democracy 
on the Agenda. The democratic resolution of our British 
problem is a matter of debate in Ireland, Britain, Europe 
and the US. it has created a new political atmosphere. 
it has been a fluid situation. The British government's 
selfish and ‘political’ interests in Ireland have been ex- 
is being discussed with a more informed view. Bul, ex- 
pectations and the hope which was prevalent ai our last 
Ard Pheis were dampened by Britain's refusal to engage 
with the peace process. 

This was a year to build the party. We certainly achieved 
putting the Sinn Fein analysis forward but | pose a 
question to you. Were all the opportunities availed of 
in your locality, in your area of responsibility, to build 
the party? 


cumainn were formed and cumainn re-organised and 
existing Cumainn strengthened. Over 25 new cumainn 
were formed, with hundreds of applications received 
from people who wished to learn more about Sinn Fein's 
policies, and many of these did join particularly in the 
26 counties. The level of interest shown in this party 
and our policies, at times, was overwhelming. Cairde 
Sinan Fein continues to grow. Yet, it was only the tip of 
the iceberg ! 


I know that if we had more activists, if we had enough 
skilled and trained members who could span the wide 
spectrum of specialised areas and who could con- 
stantly engage as we have been doing with the Trade 
Union Movement, Womens organisations, Community 
Groups, Religious organisations, political parties, cul- 
tural groups, farmers groups, we could have done so 
much more. And this is despite the acknowledged fact 
that Sinn Fein's part-time and full4ime workers do not 
have a salary, but work voluntarily, for the achievement 


of peace with justice. 


Yet, there is a job of work to be done and | believe this 
party not only has the will to tackle the tasks ahead of 
us but also has a stroager confidence in itself to make 
difficult decisions and face the challenges to bring about 
fundamental change in the Ireland we live in. 


The party chair as part of his new brief was tasked 
in producing a National Development Plan, identifying 
the shorn, medium and long term programmes required. 
This was facilitated by a group from the party leadership 
¢rawn from Head Office and the two comhairli. 


“" without of the wht owners 











Making our party increasingly relevant to youth, to 
women to rural communities as well as the townlands 
is part of how we need to build Sinn Fein. 





MS2503103996 (internet) Sinn Fein WWW in English 
23 Mar 96 


{Address by Ard Chombhairie [National Executive) 
member Jim Gibney on the Peace Process; presented 
to Sian Fein Annual Conference 23 Mar) 





an assessment of the handling of the situation in a more 
rounded manner. 


There is no doubt that the IRA's decision to cease 
their military activities instantly opened up a whole new 
world to Sinn Fein and challenged the party at a number 
of levels. As I read it we were challenged almost on 
a daily basis ai an intellectual ievel as we engaged 
with a hostile British government, an uncertain Irish 
government, particularly the current one, and a Cautious 
American administration. I'm satisfied that we have left 
our mark on those with whom we engaged. 


Our republican argument long confined to the margins 
of the debate was suddenly plunged into the centre of 
political power and was tested weekly for over a year 
at the Forum for Peace and Reconciliation; even those 
who disagree with us acknowledge that we’ ve left there 
a significant written and verbal record. On an ongoing 
basis we have met other political parties, representatives 
of unionism, clerical and lay, trades unions, farmers and 
community groups, women's organisalions, students, 
peace people and this is by no means an exhaustive list. 
I couldn't begin to outline the work of the newly named 
International Department and the British and U.S. desks; 
there are many more people in the world today who have 
heard at first hand the republican view than before. 


This list of course would be incomplete if | failed to 
mention the irrepressible publicity operation which did 
so much to highlight our view over the last cightcen 
months. 


In addition to this engagement with others we also 
maintained regular contact with the party and republican 
family a local level. At all stages im the process 
particularly at important times we were in dialogue 
with the base. This is a common sense approach; the 
leadership are there to lead but they have to do thai 
with the confidence of party activists and that can only 
arise when the activists have the maximum amount of 
information on which they can make their judgements. 
I appreciate the point made in a sumber of motions 
about the need for more contact but | think most people 
would agree that over the last year or so the icadership 
has been in thei areas more often than ever before. 


In addition to this workload, in another section of the 
Clar [as published) | will zeturn to this, party activists 
maintained a high level of street protests for almost 
year 


My experience of being involved in 2 lot of the external 
work has led me to the firm view that there we many 


people mgit across the political spectrum who share a 




















we hold. There are many peopic 
once sceptical of Sina Fein who accept thai the party 


& peace process, which is credibic, and return we musi, 
the political context in which everything is viewed has 


The record that Ive just outlined might not have been 
possible had not the IRA displayed the discipline it 
did in the face of the British government's constant 
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The IRA's resumption of its military campaign could 
have been avoided had the British government played 
as full a part in the peace process on their side as Sinn 
Fein has on the nationalist side. 


Soviy Massena hsb Gentes to on Gs Genes guecsie 


Compare the risks that republicans took with those that 
the British government took; without lifting a finger they 
were given a prize to many observers of the Irish conflict 
was unthinkabic, a unilateral IRA cessation, and what 
did they do with it? They disgracefully squandered it. 


UNIT®D KINGDOM 27 


SDLP [Social Democratic Labour Party] to prevent the 
British goverament dominating the process. We knew 
they would pander to unionists; we tried to encourage 
the Irish government to maintain an equal standing with 
the British and when required to do so take independent 
initiatives to strengthen the process but they didn’t. 


settlement and that we will continue to do so. We can 
rightly be proud of the quality of leadership that this 
party has received since we met last year, which | 


UK: Sinn Fein Vice President Closes Annual 
MS2503113196 (Internet) Sinn Fein WWW in English 
24 Mar 96 (Tentative) 


[Closing Address by Sinn Fein Vice President Pat 
Doherty, given to Sina Fein Annual Conference 24 Mar] 


; 


to see democracy in 





a UNITED KINGDOM 
our struggle for peace and justice. Take beck with you 

the message of this Ard Pheis. 

Work for Peace and Justice. 


UK: Trimble Urges Bruten To ‘Clos: Down’ IRA 


once full negotiations on the future of Northern Ireland 
get under way on June 10. 


Mr. Trimble warned: “... if the commitment is not given 
on day one, there will not be a day two.” 


In his toughest speech yet since taking over the party 
he said the May 30 cicctions 








Mr. Trimble said the United States had just arranged 


“Making that commitment must be the very first thing to 
be done on June 10. As John Alderdice (Alliance Party 
leader) has said, if the commitment is not given on day 
one there will not be a day two.” 


The May 30 elections would test the partics commitment 
to peace and democracy, and there was a challenge as 
well for the sew forum to see whether the participants 
were capable of working constructively with a body 
representative of the people of Northern Ireland. 


Sir. Trimble said: “The response to that challenge may 


The threat by the SDLP [Social Democratic and Labour 
Party] to boycott it was disappointing. bul he said sooner 
or later they and others would have to come to terms that 
it was for the people of Northern Ireland to determine 


to which state they belonged. 


Unionists, he said, wanted a new assembly accountable 
to all people and where every party could participate at 
every level in proportion to their votes. 





going to happen, | am afraid, is that this forum rather 


lteces alesenienntien endvoceereaticten. 









2899322 23% Le 
| lat Eatin Talal 
i sassedal f HT HH HTH 
ik ane HET E ui i 
We iditjas uinalit it HEE 
FAHEE iF ihe Hie Hf Hie 
HH le nll - a. 
STG 
julie Hi 3 
SHH PEGE il; 

i EA qty Hi te ith ee 
de Hanae TRE GE 


























agg? | te ty 
ae 
ictal; 
HE H 
THE ah ss. 

t Ha in is 
HHT ae 
a | Th 








HHH 









i HHT 





their support for such an approach.~ 


(dalioa, interrupting) You shouldn't draw any conclu- 
sioas because we are not in 2 position until we... 





Party president Gerry Adams said: “What point is there 


in Sinn Fein contesting an clection? We have a demo- 


“No one who votes for our party is voting for the IRA. 
The IRA does not seck votes at clections.” 








Pere 





Some of our people have died defending our electoral 
mandate. Sina Fein will at all umes seek to defend the 


But he stressed: “Sinn Fein is not afraid of elections. 
rights of our voters. 


, because we are running ignoring. 
the 
yout 
think 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Sinn Fein will only go back to 
the IRA for a renewal of its ceasefire if it is given “ab- 
solute guarantees” that meaningful negotiations without 
any preconditions are to begin on June 10 — the date 
set by the British and Irish governments for all-party 


[Report by David Sharrock: “‘Bad Faith’ Bars IRA 


UK: ‘Absolute Guarantees’ Demanded Prior To 
Ceasefire”; quotation marks as published) 


political was that Sinn Fein would fight for seats in the 
SDLP deputy leader Seamus Mallon told insh radio that 
his party's decision would not be taken “on the basis of 
any other party's position, but on our own judgment”. 
Cease-Fire 


Despite the boycott prospect, the perception in Dublin's 
planned new Ulster forum. 


party 
as a political 
aa 
the SDLP, and we will go into §=—_- “Wee will discuss all of these matters, and wait and sec 
euliiicedh ol am Gun mandate ond Oo tatentn of cur 


megotiating position and nothing cise. 
has sttacked the Sina Fein decision to urge §4- 25 Mar % p4 
should be represented in what is a gatc- 


te acta ec Denocrn td Labo Party 


joa them is a boycot of elections. 
& democratic process can claim to be solely 


pb iy eed spurned 





(Cloughie) Seamus Mallon, thank you very much for 

jotning us. 
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Se Sieh was said last night: “Nobody who turns their 

“Rt is very desirable that everybody who has a demo- 
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defictt below the Maastricht treaty ceiling of 3 per cent. 
had the “firm intention” of bringing its Geficit below 3 
=— a Me : per cent in the coming two years. 
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if Germas a os =e = He said Germany, which failed in 1995 to keep its public 
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LD2403180496 Munich ARD Television Network 








[Interview with German Foreign Minister Kiaus Kinkel 
result; you just said thal you cannot qui 
believe it yet yourself. 


by unsdentified correspondent. place sot given — live) 


(PBIS Translated Text) (Correspondent) Mr. Kinkel, a 
[Kinkel) The fact is that | certainly expected to be in the 
parliament here [in Baden-Wuertiemberg) | had upped 
the result to be just over six [percent]. This result of 
just over nine (percent) is fantasuc. 

{Correspondent} Was it fear of Red-Green which per- 


suaded the voters to play it safe’ 
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GERMANY 3 


These coacers above all the umetsbie for savings mea 
sures and a tax reform. What cxactly are you planning’ 





by prograr amsouncer Wolfgang Labus — live) 
(PBIS Transiaed Excerpt) [Labuna) Good Morning Mr. 
Westerweiic 





(Westerwelic)} Good morning 


(Labuan) Mr Westerweile. [following the regional ciec- 
Uons) the PDP could sow again do something which 
















many have missed in iu recent behavior, that is, pro 
mote liberal positions in the coalition in Bonn How are 
you =-'>e to do that? a ee ee 
(Py Napa Ld pref ama aD cium Cs ono gat & Ge pehy & te om, 
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Kastaasdhis 

public announcement by US. Secretary of Transporta- 
tion Federico Pena, who claimed problems with the se- 
curity of hug- 
gage, at the Ellinikon Airport. At time, how- 
ever, Mr. Pena admitted that wonderful improvements 
have been made in Ellinikon Airport's security, on top 
of which the foreign airliaes and Olympic Airways of 
fer additional security measures. 


our country's tourism. [end recording) 











U.S. State spokesman said yesterday that 
there is no motivation behind Mr. Pena's an- 
nouncememt, which was the consequence, as he pul it, 
of checks required by U_S. legislation since 1985. How 
ever, the spokesman noted the very good relations be- 
tween Greece and the United States, who will coop- 
erate closely to improve the standards of security at 
the Athens airport. of 
U.S. Departmeat of Transportation experts reportedly 
will visk Athens on Tuesday (26 March). Ai the same 
time, U.S. officials ashington does not in- 
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GREECE 


Greece: Parties React t> U.S. Criticism of Airport 
Security 

NC2303 183896 Athens ET-1 Television Network 

in Greek 1600 GMT 23 Mar 96 


{Report by correspondent Yiota Bouncli on Greek par- 
ties’ reaction to the U.S. decision Ellinikon 


concerning 
eee a ne 


{[FBIS Translated Text] [Bouncii] New Democracy 
spokesman Vasilios Manginas said that Athens must 
demand an explanation from Washington. 


(Manginas} The government musi call the U.S. ambas- 
sador in Athens and ask for clarification on the reasons, 
which resulted in wrong and unfair criticism toward our 
country announcement by U.S. Secretary of Transporta- 
tion Federico Pena concerning i i 





{Bouneli] The Political Spring spokesman Notis Mar- 
takis that the U.S. announcement is the 
first reciprocation of thanks by Prime Minister Kon- 
standinos Simitis to the Americans for their help at 
Imia. He added: We hope that he will not receive any 
other U.S. reciprocation during his upcoming visit to 
the United States. 
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